
	  

President’s Message – Steve Rinck 
 
The spirit needed to maintain the significance of 
Major Dade’s Battle is alive and active, despite 
financial challenges that are proving difficult to 
readily overcome by the event’s organizers.  The 
management and volunteer leaders of Dade 
Battlefield Historic State Park remain committed 
to shaving costs, identifying additional sponsors, 
and increasing the park’s public profile so as to 
assure its continued vitality, despite its inclusion 
on the possible state parks closures list.  We are 
optimistic that  we will be able to orchestrate 
quality productions for many years to come, but 
need your help more than ever. 
 
As both Seminole War and other military event 
commemorations increase in number, we are 
beginning to find ourselves competing to attract 
Seminole, and especially soldier reenactors.  In 
2012, several of our faithful participants are 
taking part in another important production, the 
Battle of New Orleans.  We certainly do 
understand and regret the resulting situation in 
which many of our supporters find themselves 
placed, but we feel as if we need to maintain a 
standardization of dates in the future in order to 
assist in exciting high public interest in our 
reenactment. 
 
Establishment of the reenactor registration fee is 
also a new development intended to keep the 
event going; once we return to firmer financial 
grounds, I am confident the fee will be phased 
out.  
 
Yet another effort to save expenses is represented 
by the fact that most of our members and 
volunteers are reading these words online for the 
first time!  This issue of The Fort Armstrong Gazette 
is being sent electronically to 267 recipients for 
whom we have email addresses; 92 people are 
receiving a mailed newsletter that, unless we are 
notified of an online contact mechanism, will 
unfortunately be their last.  Those folks will, 
however, still be able to receive reenactment 
registration information via mail later this 
summer. 
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Being involved in the operations of state parks is 
a 33-year-old habit that Dade Battlefield Society 
board member Jim Velten is very happy to 
continue making a lifetime avocation.  During the 
summers of the second half of his teaching 
career, Jim worked as a seasonal ranger at 
Bowman Lake State Park in upstate New York.  
His experiences there were very positive ones, the 
memories of which he brought along with his 
family as he retired to Florida.  In April of 2001, 
Jim met a DBS member at Dade Battlefield 
Historic State Park while visiting with his 
daughter.  He became convinced that joining our  
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citizen support organization would be a good move, and became  a 
board member two months later.  Within a year, Jim was the group’s 
treasurer, an office he has held ever since except for a 14-month 
hiatus during which he served as an OPS park ranger.  Board 
members consistently praise Jim for the professionalism and careful 
stewardship he exhibits while conducting the duties of our financial 
officer.  He has developed into a great problem-solver, and is most 
proud of keeping the records in great shape.  For Jim, the best part 
about working with park organizations is meeting and helping the 
wide variety of people who attend the reenactment of Dade’s Battle 
and other park events.  His dedication and faithful volunteer service 
make Jim Velten one of our most trusted and valued members.	  

Membership Renewals 
 

2011 membership renewal dues for the Dade Battlefield Society are due at 
this time.  Coupled with having current email addresses on file, payment of 
annual dues assures continued receipt of our newsletter and other 
informative communications about the annual battle reenactment and an 
increasing number of other programs at Dade Battlefield Historic State 
Park.  And please don’t forget that battle participants who are also active 
dues-paying members will have already paid the new reenactment 
registration fee for the January, 2012 engagements. 
 

Society membership for 2011 is now due.  If you would like to continue 
receiving the newsletter (and prepay for battle duty if coming to the 2012 
reenactment), please remit and make sure that we have your email address.  
 

Please mail your check for $10.00 to the Dade Battlefield Society at 7200 
CR 603, Bushnell, FL 33513.  Or, you may use PayPal by going to 
www.dadebattlefield.com and click on the “membership” page. 
 

THANKS FOR YOUR HELP ! 
	  



	  

176TH Anniversary Reenactment o f  Dade’s  Batt l e  -  January 7 & 8, 2012 

	  Board members of Dade Battlefield 
Society wish to once again remind all of 
our readers and other interested parties 
that the dates of future Dade’s Battle 
Reenactments will always be the first 
FULL weekend in January.  As stated 
in the February newsletter, this will 
prevent the frequent conflicts with New 
Year’s activities for both reenactors and 
the public.  Also (due to a severely 
depleted treasury), we are asking for a 
$10 registration fee from each soldier 
and Seminole warrior taking the 
field.  Members paying their regular 
dues anytime during 2011 will be 
considered as having met this 
requirement.  

All battle participants will continue to 
receive, at no charge, their breakfasts 
and lunches, as well as gunpowder 
rations needed for events of the 
weekend.  Free camp firewood will also 
be available. 
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In sadness, we note the passing last February 11th of our friend and long-time colleague Dr. Ray Giron.  As    
owner and operator of the Fort McIntosh Armory in Stanley, Virginia, Ray was a nationally-recognized authority 
on 18th and 19th Century militaria.  He provided period props for numerous motion picture and television 
productions, including The Last of the Mohicans, Gettysburg, and Glory.  Also having been an accomplished artist, he 
contributed illustrations for several books on military edged weapons of the 1800’s.  We appreciated our friend 
for his participation in our portrayal of Dade’s Battle for over 25 years.  During that time, Ray provided energy, 
enthusiasm, and expert knowledge at the annual reenactments, thereby greatly enhancing their levels of 
authenticity.  Just last January, he attended the events marking the battle’s 175th anniversary, all of which were 
dedicated to his honor.  We will always remember Dr. Ray Giron for his dedicated leadership as Captain George 
W. Gardiner, and for his enduring support in bringing the Second Seminole War to the public’s attention.  

	  

Raymond E. 
Giron, Ed.D.	  

Living History Safe ty  Tips -  Dale  Beremand
  

Overstreet House Raid 
September 3, 2011 

 
Once again, the Dade Battlefield Society is 
working with The Pioneer Florida Museum in 
Dade City to present a living history 
interpretation of the last Indian raid on settlers 
east of the Mississippi.  Inspired by the 1855 
Bradley Raid site less than 10 miles away, the 
Overstreet House Raid on the museum’s grounds 
recreates an armed confrontation between 
Seminoles and a Florida pioneer family.  Last 
year, our reenactors provided two performances 
for visitors to the museum’s Labor Day Weekend 
Festival and received excellent reviews from both 
the public and museum officials.  Help us to 
expand our level of participation on Saturday, 
September 3rd, by contacting the DBS for more 
information.  You may go online at 
www.dadebattlefield.com, or call 352-534-0002.	  

This article is the first of a new series dealing with making activities associated with living history portrayals and battle reenactments safe for everyone. 
   Cutting Tools Over my 25+ years of reenacting, I have too often noticed people using axes and other cutting tools in 
   unsafe manners.  In an effort to help prevent accidents, I offer a few important points.   
1. Sobriety is the best policy when using any dangerous tool or weapon.      
2. When carrying an ax or hatchet, hold the handle near the head of the tool with the edge pointing away from your body. 
3. Always cut away from yourself.  People who steady logs with their feet while chopping them are acting in a dangerous manner.   

(I have personal experience that holding wood while splitting it with a hatchet can cause unpleasant results). 
4. Accuracy is more important than force when using an ax.       
5. Never position yourself behind an ax man, since ax heads can fly off unexpectedly.  When you are the one using the ax, be 

certain that spectators are well beyond the arc of your swing.    
6. Always be aware of the possible trajectories of trees that are being felled.  At Dade’s Battle, we always try to ensure that 

everyone dodges falling trees as well as musket balls!     
7. Keep cutting tools sharp.  Properly sharpened tools cut faster, are less likely to glance off, and are safer to use than dull ones. 
8. The best technique for cutting wood is to chop out a notch.  This allows the ax to cut at an angle, thus more deeply. 
 

	  
 

Seminole Wars 
Events Calendar 

 
Fort Foster Garrison Weekend 
Hillsborough River State Park 

3rd weekend of May & September 
 

Fort King Festival 
Marion County 

Museum of History 
Silver Springs 

September 24, 2011 
 

	  

 
	  

World War II Days 
Saturday, August 6, 2011 

 
World War II Commemorative Day marks 
the end of the most widespread armed 
conflict in history and celebrates both 
military and popular civilian culture in the 
1939-1945 era.  Participating will be 
uniformed reenactors representing both 
Allied and Axis forces from all major 
theaters of war who will demonstrate 
weaponry and other items common to the 
times.  Military vehicles and equipment, 
swing music, living history interpreters and 
actual WW II veterans are expected to be 
present, all on the site of an actual wartime 
encampment. 
	  


